
   

Christmas Letter 
T his is the season in which we are reminded of the utmost blessing ever given by God, when God 

sent his Son Jesus to the earth to carry out the greatest rescue in all of history—the gracious,   
merciful redemption of all creation.  Out of that gift flows every blessing we enjoy as the people 
of God who are his by faith in Christ. 

Part of this blessing is that God has gathered us to form a community of Christ-followers known as St. 
Matthews Church. I’m so grateful for what God is doing in and through St. Matthews! Every day I walk in 
through our doors I am reminded of the many people from our church family who are, in some way,       
serving God in missions and outreach, not to mention those who serve week in and week out in the ongo-
ing upkeep, beautification, and ministries of our church.  Over the past year so many have given  
sacrificially of their time and resources, in order to accomplish what God has called us to be as a church.  
Thank you.  Thank you very much.  I firmly believe that each person has a valuable part to play in the life 
of the church, and your participation is critical to our Gospel mission. We’ve been reminded this year with 
the violent and saddening events in Christchurch how critical that mission is in light of the brokenness of 
our world.  As a church we have much to gift society and making these connections is the work of disci-
ples, that’s you and me. 
David shared some weeks ago that our Bishops have invited me to be Priest in Charge of St. Matthews.  I 
am delighted to say, I said ‘yes’!  My last day as Chaplain with Willard and Brightwater Homes will be 
Wednesday 22 January 2020.  An Induction Celebration will follow in February with a date announced for 
this as soon as we have one.  Your encouragement has been most precious.  I am excited to lead          
St. Matthews as we journey into yet another new chapter of the story of God we embody and share.  For 
me it is one of the greatest adventures being a Christian.  It’s not easy, but how fulfilling it is to know and 
follow Jesus. 
As a busy parent I am reminded often by friends to enjoy it, to enjoy my son, to enjoy being a mum.  This 
Christmas, with all that’s on offer here at St. Matthews, remember to enjoy it, enjoy each other.   Life is a 
blessing, each and every day.  We get one turn at it.  Don’t waste it.  Be kind to each other.  Be quick to 
forgive.  Be thankful.  Have fun.  Laugh.  Give generously.  Welcome new faces.  Share from the overflow 
of the love you have been given. 
Have a blessed Christmas and a purpose-filled New Year! 
Much love, 

Amy 
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ADVENT 
 

T he season of Advent is upon us. Advent is the Latin word 
for arrival or coming, and is the period of four weeks before 

Christmas that we set aside to celebrate Jesus coming into the 
world.  It is also the time in which we eagerly await Jesus’ second 
Advent, when he will come again as a Mighty King to make all 
things new, to renew this broken world from it's hurt, trouble and 
tragedy. 
 
There are a number of opportunities to celebrate this season at St 
Matthews – some quiet and reflective, and others joyous and fes-
tive as we make our way to the manger. 

STIR UP SUNDAY 
 

W e celebrated Stir-up Sunday the last 
Sunday before the season of Advent. It 

gets its name from the beginning of the col-
lect for the day in the Book of Common 
Prayer, which begins with the words, "Stir up, 
we beseech thee, O Lord, the wills of thy 
faithful people".  
But it has become associated with the custom 
of making the Christmas Cake on that day. 
The ingredients were all assembled, and peo-
ple were encouraged to help stir the mix. We 
look forward to sharing in the cake at Christ-
mas. 

I t is so good to see our young people taking 
a part in our services. 

 
Ben puts his all into singing along side his 
mother. 
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A huge thank you to everybody for all the support  
so generously given for our annual  

SPRING PLANT AND FUN FAIR In September 
 

W hat a marvellous day it was, God certainly answered our prayers with regard to the weather, with 
rain throughout the week and very heavy periods at times on Friday, and then freezing temperatures 
on Monday, but Saturday we had sunshine. Our amazing God was certainly there for us to answer 

the many prayers we all prayed. 
 We acknowledge the number of parishioners who volunteered their services in so many ways - the number 
of people from our community and the wider region who came and supported us on Saturday -  the busi-
nesses who supported us with their donations -  and the list goes on. 
From the bottom of my heart a thank you for helping to financially make this the best fair ever. 

On the Saturday we raised $8257.00  
 

B ut the fair is only a part of the Church’s fundraising throughout the year,  
We also list items on Trade me, where items of all descriptions donated by parishioners are sold. 

The sales table at Church is another great support and a way parishioners and people using our Church can 
purchase a treat or two. 

Thank you to the people who support these areas as well.  
Elaine  

Christmas Parade 
 

“D oughnut won second place mum” Oran exclaimed      
marvelling the pretty bright blue ribbon attached to 
Doughnut’s bridle.  Our St. Matthews Nativity Float won 

2nd place at the Palmerston North Christmas Parade last Sunday 1st 
December.  Much thanks I would think to Doughnut indeed Oran, 
our very handsome Camel, expertly crafted by Barbara and Allen 

Dawson.     
On the back of a truck, made ready with 
hay bales and wholly sheep, shepherds 
and angels sat chiming out ‘Merry 
Christmas everyone!’ to the onlooking crowds lining The Square.  Joined too by families 
from All Saints Church, a welcome sight, the children did a fantastic job sharing the Holy 
Story of Christmas with the good folk of Palmerston North.   
Making our slow pilgrimage around The Square we were led by Doughnut as the new 
addition to the Nativity Float family, followed by the donkeys, (many a young and old 
hand I saw reach out to pat from the crowd), then the truck of chiming shepherds and 
angels, then three quite tall and very wise wisemen, and last but not least an angel, two 
shepherds, and a priest.  What fun!  
Thank you to every-
one who worked hard 
and played and part in 
making this a great 
and well-resourced 
occasion.  Special 

thanks to Barbara who was the power-house and 
brains behind it all.  Thank you Barbara for gifting 
us, and especially our children, wonderful memo-
ries of taking part in the Christmas Parade, and in 
this most blessed Story we cherish. 
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The Vicarage        
 

I t may look the same from the outside, but 
the Vicarage has new tenants. 
 

Vestry has finalised a lease arrangement 
with Homes for People, to have the vicarage 
occupied by people requiring accommoda-
tion. They have a contract with Ministry of 
Social Development to provide “Transitional 
Housing” for people with an urgent housing 
need, and last year were able to provide 
accommodation and support for over 70 
families.  Often this is on a short term basis 
in a motel, or similar.  We are pleased to be 
able to assist in this with a longer term, more 
stable, arrangement. 
 

Early next year we are hoping to have a 
family from All Saints living there, supporting 
two young interns. The goal is to develop 
them as people, believers, and leaders.   We 
hope that we will be able to grow more youth initiatives through this approach. 
 

Our vicarage is a great set up for such a discipleship context.  We are excited in partnering in this way and I am sure 
that there will be a real benefit locally with the family in our ‘patch’ 
 

Homes for People is a faith based charity developing housing solutions for low income households.  They are build-
ing homes and supporting households into home ownership and affordable rental properties, across our City.  The 
Vestry is seeking their advice as to the long term future of the Vicarage property. 
 
Other Building Work 
 

T he earthquake strengthening is all but finished. We still have to install a panic bolt latch to the Right of Way doors, 
but that is about all. 

 

Now that that is out of the way, Vestry has decided that over summer we should have the exterior of the church 
painted. This will be undertaken by a contractor, and we are looking at a fresh new colour scheme. 
 

We are looking at some interior alterations to provide a space for Amy to work, and meet with people. This will be-
come important when she is here more of the week. 
 

David Chapple 

New National Director for NZ Church Missionary Society 
 

O n Sunday Nov 7 at the Diocesan Family 
Camp,  Rosie Fyfe was commissioned 

as National Director of the NZ Church Mis-
sionary Society. Rosie was also ordained by 
the Bishop’s of Wellington. 
 
There was a special connection to St Mat-
thews at Rosie’s ordination as she was 
wearing our beloved Mary McKenna’s alb as 
she made her ordination vows.  Mary’s alb 
was gifted by Mary’s family. 
 
A fitting tribute as Mary was passionate 
about Missions. 
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T he “A Team” has identified several tasks that occur 
at St Matthews and require “someone” to do them.   

They are simple things – but important – and often are  
unnoticed. 
Read through the list, and if a task sounds like some-
thing you feel you could help with, and would like more 
information, please call one of the A Team for further 
information. 

The brass items on the Altar – cross, processional 
cross, and patern need cleaning occasionally. 
Emptying the green waste bins. 
Checking  there is sufficient tea, coffee, sugar and servi-
ettes in the lounge for use by us, and outside groups 
that use our facilities. 
Laundering the Altar linen, this could probably be done 
on a “shared” basis. 

ST MATTHEWS  “HOUSEKEEPING”  Tasks 

ELECTRONIC  COMMUNICATIONS 
M any parishioners are using automatic payments for their regular giving,  which saves much time and paper work 

for those involved, and gives good records.   This method can also be used for “one off” payments, e.g. dona-
tions to missions, special appeals, etc.    If you are interested, or would like to know more, please speak to one of the 
wardens.    There are bank forms, with all the details, at the back of the Church. 
 

RECEIVING THE WESTERN ANGLICAN BY EMAIL 
H ave you thought about  receiving your Western Anglican by email?? 

The original copy is usually in colour and looks great, so if you would like to have one of those, let David or Helen 
Chapple know your email address. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO BARBARA DAWSON 
and her team (especially camel-builder / husband     Al-
len), for again taking the message of Christmas to the 
community in the Christmas Parade.  The St Matthews 
float received 2nd Prize in the Community Section.  
The camel was outstanding, as was the whole float and 
a real tribute to the Dawson family’s creativity.  
 
JOHN HANCOCK: John Hancock passed away re-
cently, and was farewelled in a moving service in the 
Chapel. In latter years John had to be brought to church 
each week, but he tried to never miss  being there. 
John has been for many years part of the St Matthews 
family and was in former years a Vestry member.  John 
is fondly remembered by those who knew him. 

ANDREW VOSS:   We were saddened to note the 
recent death of  Andrew Voss, son of Jenny, a part of our 
8am congregation. Andrew was an amazing guy who 
gave so much to the community in a number of ways. He 
will be greatly missed by the Longburn community. It was 
Andrew’s father Graeme who crafted the pottery candle-
sticks we use in the chapel, and large pottery  vases in 
the church. 
 
A LOCAL HERO: Yvonne Stirling was presented 
with a medal recently as a KIWIBANK LOCAL HERO. 
The awards recognize the contribution everyday people 
make to their communities. Congratulations from all of 
US. 

EZEEMEALS        
 

I f you have not tried Ezee Meals – the holiday period is a 
great time to have a frozen meal or two in the freezer.  

You can choose from larger meal 
such as Roast Chicken, Lasagne, or 
Beef Casserole at $9, or the smaller 
meals such as Macaroni Cheese, 
Cottage Pie, Lamb Curry  and many 
more at $6. 
 

The team at Ezee meals is taking a 
well-earned break over Christmas. 

The last  day for Shop sales for 2019 is Thursday 19 Dec, 
and for deliveries – the following day Friday 20 Dec. The 
Shop opens again on Tuesday 7 January, and deliveries 
commence the following day – Wednesday 8 Jan 

BUSY BEES 
 

B usy Bees  has been 
busy. We have cut 

fabric for breast pads. 
Decorated  paper bags for 
Starlight. Bagged up chocolate 
truffles and printed labels for 
these. 
 

We have had as little as three people attending to 
eight or nine. It hasn't mattered how many have 
come, it has been very pleasant each time.  
 

We agreed that we would be relaxed about what we 
do, so if someone just wants to sit and chat that is 
very acceptable. 

Stop Press 
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S t Matthews completed 41 shoeboxes and these were packed into cartons, before be-
ing transported to Auckland where they  were checked.  They were then  packed into 

containers and sent to Fiji and Papua New Guinea.  Because the programme partners 
with Australia, sometimes some of the boxes got to Asia, to Vietnam, Cambodia or Thai-
land. 
 

Thank you for what everyone did to help the success of the project.  Kathy Simpson says 
that this year was the easiest for her in the 12 years she has been doing the boxes.   
 

It was lovely to see how it all came together: the congregation donating gifts throughout 
the year, the solar lights ( one for every box! ), the children writing letters and cards to go 
in the boxes (with Kareena’s help), Shirley knitting teddies, adults and children packing 
boxes, the money for solar lights and the $10 per box donated by the congregation and 
vestry. 

O ur October and November meetings were  again, pleasant Fellowship times. 

Githa Warrington .......was our speaker for October. Githa spoke about her years dressing our local amateur 
actors. It became apparent during questions that a number of our members had had thespian experience. Did you 
know that the elaborate costumes were cleansed by Vodka?  
About unusual treasures and their stories.......   In November we had four members speaking about unusual 
treasures and their stories.  Peggy showed us her surprisingly heavy miniature Singer sewing machine given to her 
and her twin when they were seven or eight.  
Gail had a glass jug and a parrot, both of which came from her mother’s parents. Her Grandfather was in charge of a 
road gang who maintained the rural roads at Umutaoroa and surrounding districts.  She was very close to her Papa 
as he would take her home after work, returning her the next morning.  
Fiona had a box of photographs and post cards sent to her early Marton  settler ancestors.  These demonstrated the 
formality of the times as well as the difficulty of communicating with people in nearby towns.    

Shirley had an elaborate china teapot which had belonged to her distant family in England.  The story began with a 
letter from England which was published In the  Manawatu Evening Standard asking about descendants  of her 
Grandmother, 

Several people suggested that we have another such meeting.  

Please join us on Tuesday 11th  February at 10a.m. in the chapel. 

~Lois Hills 

FOOD TOGETHER      
 

F ood Together is a business with a difference - a social enterprise and it’s not here to make big profits but to grow 
a sustainable business that improves the lives of New Zealanders. As a business, it operates with a committed 

team of staff and volunteers that keeps costs low. 
 

Food Together is taking a break over Christmas. The last day for orders for 2019 will be on  Tuesday 17 Dec, with 
pickup on Thursday 19 Dec, the first orders for 2020 is Tuesday 21 Jan with pickup on Thursday 23 Jan. 
 

Kathriona Benvie who has been the dedicated local co-ordinator is stepping down, having been there since Food 
Together was established at St Matthews. At present we are seeking someone to take over this vital role. 
 

If you have questions or want to know more, either speak to David Chapple, or pop in on a Thursday – 11am – 1pm, 
or 4.30pm – 5.30pm. 
 

St Matthew’s Women’s Fellowship.. 

CHRISTMAS CHILD 
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St Matthews Worship  
 

Sunday 8am with prayer book & hymns -  10am  with Children’s Church  
               

Mid-week Communion every Thursday 10am in the Chapel  
 

Prayer every 1st, 3rd & 4th Thursday 6.30-7.00pm in the Chapel  

St Matthews Calendar 

 

Other St Matthews Events 
Vestry meets on the 3rd Thursday each month, at 7pm 

Women’s Fellowship meets 2nd Tuesday each month, at 10am  
K.F.T. Lunch 12 noon, on the last Friday of the month (enquiries and bookings - Chrissie McLellan  3530606)  

Twinkle Toes pre-school music & movement Wednesdays at 10am during school term 
Ezee Meals  Ready prepared meals.  Shop hours – Tuesdays 4-5pm; Thursdays 11am-12noon 

Deliveries – Wednesday and Friday mornings (please order previous day during shop hours – 06 3552254) 
Vege Hub  Thursdays  8.45—11am vege packing. 11.30—1pm & 4.30—5.30pm  vege pickup 

Indian Church uses the premises from 9am on the 1st Saturday each month 
Home Group and Bible Study - 1.30pm & 7.30pm first and third Tuesdays of the month. 

Contact Ian & Chrissie ph 3530606. 
Friday Night Dinner - 6.00-7.30 monthly - relaxed shared meal in the Chapel  - next date 13 December. 

Silent Prayer in the tradition of John Main - weekly Wednesdays 4.30-5.15pm in the Chapel 
Men's Breakfasts - phone Tony 354 2887 for details 

Wednesday Busy Bees every Wednesday 1-3pm in the Lounge. 

 WHO TO CONTACT AT ST. MATTHEWS 

Revd. Amy:  Phone: 027687816   
Email: 
amygillice122@hotmail.com  

Bishop’s Warden  
David Chapple  35 74045  
 
 

People’s Warden 
Tony Greeve   354 2887 
 

Treasurer  
 Bruce Dilks 357 9355 

St. Matthews Anglican Church, 109 College Street, Palmerston North 4412   
 

Phone: 355 2254  E-mail: office@stmatthewspn.org.nz   St Matthew’s website: http://stmatthewspn.org.nz  

For day to day administration and queries contact one of the “A Team”  
David and Helen Chapple - 3574045,   Chrissie McLellan - 353 0606,   Elaine Savage - 357 5724.  

ateam@stmatthewspn.org.nz  

On the 
lighter 
side 


