
   

INTRODUCING  AMY HOUBEN 
 

I 
 am so excited to be joining you at St. Matthews as Assistant Priest.  I came 
with my son Oran and husband Tony for a visit in January and I really enjoyed 
the atmosphere and worship.  It reminded me of what it felt like to going to 

church in Waiouru when I was young.  It was family friendly, warm, and inclusive.  
This is the same feeling I received from visiting St. Matthews.  Thank you to 
those who looked after Oran that day and gave him something to do.   

Well, I was born in Palmerston North but really grew up in the Army community 
of Waiouru.  I have two brothers and two sisters.  My parents are long-time 
Anglicans.  They live in Rotorua.   

Mum (and Dad) for the last few years have helped me decorate St. Peter’s for 
Christmas.  Mum is an amazing arts and crafts type lady, does stunning 
needlework, and is an expert in my opinion at decorating Christmas Trees and 
often makes her own unique decorations around a given theme.  My Dad is a 
gunsmith, recently retired, but not really.  He is a brilliant man, strong, kind, 
generous, wise, and can make near anything he puts his mind to.  They are both 
deeply spiritual and beautiful beings.  Sadly, Dad has cancer.  In the coming 
years it is important that I and my family take lots of opportunities to spend 
quality time with Mum and Dad.  This year there may be times I will be away 

from the Parish to do this and they will too visit us. 

Tony and I have been together since I left high school.  He has worked for the NZDF for 15-16 years mostly as an 
instructor with the Light-Armoured Vehicle (LAV).  He is very often away in Waiouru on course.  You will see him 
from time to time at St. Matthews.  You will see a lot of Oran our 6-year-old son.  Oran goes to Russell Street School 
in Roslyn.  We live in a townhouse we brought a couple of years ago in Heretaunga Street very close to the Hospital 
and a short walk to Oran’s school. 

Before coming to St. Matthews, I was a Priest Assistant with St. Peter’s Anglican Church on Ruahine Street.  I was 
with St. Peter’s for five years.  Prior to this I was the Chaplain with Nga Tawa Diocesan School for Girls in Marton.  
We lived in Marton and attended St. Stephen’s Anglican Church.   

I was ordained in September 2011 as deacon after having completed four years with St. Johns Theological College 
in Auckland where I completed my degree in Theology and Anglican Studies.  I was priested in September 2016.  
Oran was born February 2014.  I love being a mum.  I am a very family focused person.     

Prior to St. Johns I worked as a Pharmacy Technician for what was then Radius Awapuni Pharmacy.   I remember 
coming to St. Matthews an evening a week for discernment/pre-ordination meetings.  I worked for a year as a 
Pharmacy Technician.  Prior to this I served six years as a Medic with the NZDF which took me on some great 
adventures.  It was during one of these adventures I discovered a call to priesthood.   

I am currently a Chaplain with two rest homes in Palmerston North.  I have served in this role for five years and I love 
it. 

In my spare time I love to paint, to bake, and get in the garden.  Tony, Oran and I enjoy going for bike rides, 
swimming, going to the beach, for walks, and more recently getting firewood and collecting pine cones.   

My focus at St. Matthews for the first wee while will be meeting and getting to know all of you!   

See you soon. 
Amy 
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Thomas didn’t doubt the Lord;  he doubted the word of his friends!   
Extracts from a sermon by Mark Rainier, on the first Sunday after Easter. 

 

 

A 
s have many of us, I have been thinking of religious persecution lately. What we are noticing more strongly in 
our world is mirrored in the Easter story.  
 

Thomas has been cast as “doubting” and Jesus’ words “Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe” will be 
preached in many churches around the world this Sunday. I wonder if there is more we need to understand about 
what occurred on that eighth day behind the locked doors.  
 
I suspect that Thomas is one of the scriptural characters most misunderstood because he looked for tangible signs to 
shore up his belief in the resurrected Jesus. Have you ever considered that Thomas may not be doubting the risen 
Lord – but rather doubting the word and the witness of the gathered community? It seems to me that Thomas is not 
doubting Christ but he is doubting the disciples who are, themselves, not fully convinced. 
 
When we explore the Easter story we see the Jews celebrating Jesus’ entry to Jerusalem and then, very quickly, 
turning against him and his followers. What was that all about? The clue is in the reading from Acts. While Israel was 
not a Roman colony, it was permitted to be self-governing as long as it toed the line. The civil authorities are afraid of 
the Romans – and are afraid that the apostle’s teaching will invite retribution from the Romans. It happened to Jesus, 
and shortly the temple and the whole of Jerusalem was to be destroyed in retribution against the messianic 
revolutionaries who were initiating rebellion against Rome. Speaking of Jesus was dangerous and could bring similar 
consequences to the community as Jesus himself had endured.  
 
The Jews felt they had been misled and taken for a ride. Had he been for real? Jesus had raised their hopes but it 
had turned to nothing. He could not even save himself – let alone Israel. Did they see him as a fraud? Did their 
disappointment turn to anger? Were the miracles just smoke and mirrors?  How would you have felt? 
 
Where were his eager disciples when he died? Where were his apostles?  Very few kept him company in his agony 
and even denied being part of his inner circle. Poor Peter. Did he falter through lack of belief or was it cowardice? He 
was in very real danger being one of Jesus’ inner circle so no wonder he hesitated. It was not only the apostles who 
were afraid but all the disciples. No wonder they all doubted and locked themselves up. They were in very real 
danger on a number of levels. 
 
Persecution has always been part of the religious landscape – for Christians as well as Moslems and Jews, as well 
as those who believe in a range of deities and follow more traditional beliefs which have been regarded by many as 
heathen. The disciples are petrified. Even eight days later they are still in a locked room despite having seen the 
risen Christ. Thomas is not convinced. 
 
The Lord arrives when Thomas is out.  Perhaps none of the others would put a toe out the door – but not so Thomas. 
He returns and they tell him they have seen the Lord –- but for Thomas, something doesn’t ring true.  If they have 
seen the Lord why are they still locked up tight in that room?  If they are filled with such joy, why couldn’t he read it on 
their faces?  If they have been empowered by the Spirit of God to “complete Christ’s work on earth” what are they 
waiting for?  For Thomas to return?  Surely not, or they would have been so breathless and eager that he would have 
seen the transformation in their eyes.   
 
So Thomas says to them, in so many words, “I don’t find you believable.”  Thomas – simple, loyal, loving, 
straightforward, down to earth, direct -– who didn’t understand but wanted to,  who longed to follow Jesus but who 
needed to know the way --  Thomas didn’t doubt the Lord;  he doubted the word of his friends!  Thomas found it 
highly unlikely that the Lord was risen because he was surrounded by a group of witnesses whom he simply did not 
find credible.   
 
 There is an ancient saying in the Eastern Church:     If you want to know if 
Jesus is really Risen, look around you at the faces at the Easter vigil. Thomas 
could not read the presence of the Risen Lord on the faces of his friends.  
 

What would he read on our faces? 
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Ann Whibley 
 

I 
 grew  up in Dannevirke and in my life as a teacher I have lived in, Hamilton, Napier 
Whakatane and Palmerston North. I have served in the churches of these places in 
various capacities as Youth Group leader, Sunday school teacher, Vestry member, 

Synod Rep and Diocesan Board of nominations rep for Waiapu.  My husband is Stuart and 
my three grown up sons are Nick, Tom and Matthew. 
 

This is my second year on the St Matthews Vestry team. I am  especially interested in  the 
Pastoral Care aspect of our Parish and towards these ends my plan this year is to start 
spending some time with the 10 am congregation on some Sundays so that I can get a 
wider picture of the needs of the Parish.. Í am aware that so much pastoral care is 
constantly happening spontaneously in our community and Parish Vestry is very aware of and grateful for this but 
please contact me if you are aware of needs in our community and need help to share the load. ‘A parishoner 
recently suggested an idea of a calendar month being drawn up for people needing support and congregational 
members putting their name down on a particular day in that month pledging some type of support for that day. It 
may be a practical help like a meal or baking or it may be a phone call or message in the letter box. The total effect 
of a month of wrap around care could really make a difference. Parishoners do so much to help others and we don’t 
always know what each other are doing so it would be helpful if you could notify me of needs  of people in our parish 
and community so that we can make best use of our people power .If we dont know of needs we can’t help and my 
experience is that people are happy to be asked to help. Please contact me on awhibley123@gmail.com . My cell 
phone number is on the Parish Directory.   

~Ann  

Mark Rainier 
 

T 
hank you for your trust in electing me to Vestry this year.  It has been a real blessing to be worshipping at St 
Matthews and has opened many doors for me in my faith journey, which are unlikely to have been opened 
otherwise. I do believe God has plans for us, and this has been amply demonstrated over a number of years. 

 

Our family came from South Africa in 2003 and we know that New Zealand is very much our home now. I am a 
psychologist by profession and ran the Student Counselling Service at Massey for a number of years before moving 
to be Student Life Manager as few years ago. In that role I am called to care for the campus community and many of 
the teams that support students (including the chaplains on all three campuses). 
 

My wife, Barbara, is an Academic Librarian at Massey but is, this year, on a 
Volunteer Service Abroad (VSA) assignment in Bougainville where she is assisting 
with the redevelopment of the national archive. Our son, Paul, is deputy ambassador 
in the New Zealand Embassy in Ethiopia and Claire, our daughter, has recently 
moved to the UK to take up a position as an Educational Psychologist. We are 
certainly a scattered family at this time. 
 

Amidst the diaspora and change, St Matthews has remained a constant base in my 
busy life and I am looking forward to helping to support the Parish through my 
participation in Vestry 

~Mark 

Joan Brans 
 
My name is Joan and this is a first for me being on the vestry. I am not really a meeting minutes, agenda person so it 
will be a learning curve for all of us! 
Charlie and I have been in NZ for 13 years and we are originally from Zimbabwe. 
St. Matthews was the second church we visited. We received such a warm welcome that we stayed and have been 
grateful to be part of this church family. 
Charlie and I have been married for 43 years, are blessed with 3 married children and 6 grandchildren, who all live in 
NZ too. 
We normally come to the 8.am service but I would like to encourage more interaction between the different services. 
If anyone would like to talk to me, please do. 

~Joan 

NEW VESTRY MEMBERS  
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T 
his Easter there was a departure from the usual nailing of nails into the cross on Good Friday.  

We all placed a flower on the cross and at the end of the service it was wrapped in cloth. 

Although we mustn’t forget how brutal the crucifixion was, it was still nice to have a gentler reminder of it. 
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Earthquake Strengthening  
T 

he work required to strengthen the 
building is now nearing completion. In 
fact we can say technically that the 

building is strengthened – however there are a 
number of finishing works to complete.  A 
couple of long Saturdays saw a great amount 
of the work completed. BUT ....there was still 
time for morning tea!  
 
Building projects often turn up some interesting 
items. We did not find any coins or bottles, as 
one might find in an older building, but we 
found this packet of cigarettes, high in the 

framing of one of the walls. 
Maybe the carpenter was 
just forgetful, or maybe he 
was discovered smoking 
on the job, and hid the 
packet out of sight.  
 
Anyway it has remained concealed for some 57 years complete with the note written 
on it – “4 rolls paper” . There  is no building paper in the building ( one of the 
problems) so no-one is sure just what that referred to. 
 

Anyone for a smoke? 

Morning Tea 

HOME  STUDY  GROUPS 
 

These are recommencing on Tuesday  21st May.  
 
There is an afternoon  group at 1.30pm – 2.30pm.   
You are welcome to come for lunch at 12.30pm.   
The Evening group meets from 7.30pm – 8.30pm 
 
Our studies will be based on the Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Groups provide an opportunity to study parts of the Bible - to discover more 
about faithful living in the 21stcentury.  
 

The next KFT luncheon for seniors is on Friday 
31st May. 

Come and help us celebrate our 5th Birthday 
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St Matthew’s Church Annual Plant and Fun Fair. 
 

7th   September 2019  
We are now in preparation mode for making this a bumper fair this year. 

The collection boxes will at the back of the Church very soon for you to start filling for us. 
 Lucky dip items (unwrapped) 

 Unwanted gifts that have been given to you 

 Baking ingredients 

 Christmas stall items 

Working Bees are starting    

Wednesday the 5th June in the Church 1.00 – 3.00pm 

Please do come and join us for fun, fellowship, and working. 

I am hoping you have been able to start potting plants at home. We have containers of all 

sizes should you need some, they are in the car park under the Chapel window at Church. 

Elaine 3575724 

Mosaic Crosses Mosaic Crosses Mosaic Crosses Mosaic Crosses     
 
It is a special occasion when one of our congregation shares their talents and offers the result of their work to be 
displayed within the church.  
 
So it is with special thanks that we recognize the loan of two mosaic crosses crafted by Barbara Dawson. They are 
special to her, and I am sure they will be special to us as we contemplate them. 
 
The Thursday morning congregation decided which one should hang in the 
Chapel and where, and it looks just right in that position. It has special words 
on it which give the cross added significance for our mission. 
 

Barbara is a mosaic artist of note and we are 
very appreciative of her sharing her talents 
with us. It is not the first time she has done 
this – the beautiful planter that sits in the 
entrance is further evidence of her creative 
talent.  
 
Thank you Barbara, and Allen who no doubt 
crafted the supporting bases. 
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StarLight 
 
StarLight was delighted to receive four bikes from the Green Bike 
Trust.  One was for a little girl, one for a little boy, one for a man and one for 
a woman 
 
 
Kathy Simpson 

Thanks to the Congregation of St Matthews Church, 
 
Elaine and Noah have just dropped off two very full car boot loads 
of food and groceries items from your Lent/Easter giving journey.   
Wow, thank you all so very much,  your timing is impeccable with 
the school holidays just starting.   
Holidays tend to see an increase in people accessing emergency 
assistance from our Foodbank and your very generous donations have left our Foodbank very well stocked.   
It is the kindness of people such as yourselves that enables us to continue to be able to provide nutritious and 
healthy food to people in crisis.  
Thank you once again. 

 Barbara Davidson 

Administrator 

Palmerston North Methodist Social Services 

06 350-0307 

  

 

 St Matthew’s Women’s Fellowship  

A 
 slightly smaller group of Fellowship members met on April 10th to  renew fellowship with each other. After a cup of 
tea/coffee Chrissie guided us through the making of Holy Week boxes. Holy Week being a solemn season the 

boxes were made from appropriately purple lightweight cardboard.. 
Inside the boxes we placed symbols of the Crucifixion of our Lord Jesus. For example: three gold coins representing 
the money paid to Judas for betraying Jesus, a small wooden figure  and a piece of white linen symbolising the grave 

cloths. The Group enjoyed the activity. 
 

We have begun a project called “Calendar Cash” where we place a coin 

on each day of a calendar month. We intend to use the scheme again 

next month. The cash so collected is then given to a mission project. 

Members also joined the Easter Giving Project. 
 

We  enjoy having new members. 

Come along and join us on second Tuesday of each month at 10 a.m. 
Contact Leader: Elaine 3575724 
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St Matthews Worship  
 

8am with prayer book & hymns -  10am  with Children’s Church  
               

Mid-week Communion every Thursday 10am in the Chapel  
 

Prayer every 1st, 3rd & 4th Thursday 6.30-7.00pm in the Chapel  

St Matthews CalendarSt Matthews CalendarSt Matthews CalendarSt Matthews Calendar 

On the lighter side 

 

Other St Matthews Events 
Vestry meets on the 3rd Thursday each month, at 7pm 

Women’s Fellowship meets 2nd Tuesday each month, at 10am  
K.F.T. Lunch 12 noon, on the last Friday of the month (enquiries and bookings - Chrissie McLellan  3530606)  

Twinkle Toes pre-school music & movement Wednesdays at 10am during school term 

Ezee Meals  Ready prepared meals 
Shop hours – Tuesdays 4-5pm; Thursdays 11am-12noon 

Deliveries – Wednesday and Friday mornings (please order previous day during shop hours – 06 3552254) 

Vege Hub  Thursdays  8.45—11am vege packing. 11.30—1pm & 4.30—5.30pm  vege pickup 
Indian Church uses the premises from 9am on the 1st Saturday each month 

Home Group and Bible Study - 1.30pm & 7.30pm first and third Tuesdays of the month. 
Contact Ian & Chrissie ph 3530606. 

CAP Money courses run regularly - enquire for next dates - see www.capnz.org 

Friday Night Dinner - 6.00-7.30 monthly - relaxed shared meal in the Chapel  - next date 14th June 
Silent Prayer in the tradition of John Main - weekly Wednesdays 4.30-5.15pm in the Chapel 

Men's Breakfasts - phone Tony 354 2887 for details 

Bishop’s Warden  
David Chapple  35 74045  
 

People’s Warden 
Tony Greeve   354 2887 

 Treasurer  
   Bruce Dilks 357 9355 

 WHO TO CONTACT AT ST. MATTHEWS 

SSSSt. Matthews Anglican Church, 109 College Street, Palmerston North 4412  t. Matthews Anglican Church, 109 College Street, Palmerston North 4412  t. Matthews Anglican Church, 109 College Street, Palmerston North 4412  t. Matthews Anglican Church, 109 College Street, Palmerston North 4412      
 

Phone:Phone:Phone:Phone: 355 2254  EEEE----mail:mail:mail:mail: office@stmatthewspn.org.nz   St Matthew’s website: http://stmatthewspn.org.nz  

For day to day administration and queries contact one of the “A Team”  
David and Helen Chapple - 3574045,   Chrissie McLellan - 353 0606,   Elaine Savage - 357 5724.  

ateam@stmatthewspn.org.nz  

T 
he new vicar at a city centre church was delighted when he received an anonymous gift and when he told the 

church council about it, he proposed it should be used to buy a new chandelier for the body of the church. 
 

However, it was put to a vote and the vicar was disappointed when his proposal was narrowly defeated. The vicar 

noted that the church council secretary had voted against the proposal and when the meeting was over, he asked 

the secretary why he had not supported it. 
 

The secretary said he had three reasons: "First, I have to write the minutes of the meeting and I can't spell the 

word; second, there is sure to be an argument over who should play it; and finally, if we are going to spend money 

in the Church what we really need is some good lighting." 


